ON  THE  WAY  TO  BISKRA.
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sea. Snow and ice lay along the road-side, and the mud in the
ruts, where the road was bad, was frozen; but the thermometer
went up as we went down, for Biskra is only three hundred
and sixty feet above the sea, and our evening was destined to
be very different from our morning. Our only travelling com-
panions from Batna were two 'Germans, a big and a lesser

EL-KA-NTARA.

German, interested in botany.    In the small vehicle, which did

the service of courier, or mail-carrier, there was room for four

and no more.    If I remember rightly, our heavier baggage was

brought to us by the diligence which left Batna three times a

week.                                                                                         . '

For several hours we were all cross and half frozen; our

teeth chattered notwithstanding our supply of heavy overcoats
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